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Lament/
ThIS CRUEL
FOR Tﬁlﬂé DOThH

DOtTh
THE MASTER
OF €NGLISAH
now CgUCCUMB

ThE
SCRIVENER'S
aGLoating
FIEND2

SIR
SHAKESPEARE?

A FOOLISH
4ounG PaGge ENTER'D
MY ChAMBER, WITHOUT
50 MUChH 25 a KNOCK
On MY DOOR.

Was MY BEQUEST NOT
CLEAR a5 SUMMER 5KY2
YOU KNOW 1 askeD
NEVER TO BE DISTURBED,
ESPECIALLY WAILST
I Was harp at
WORK.

WOULD You
aLL WRITERS
ENDURE THESE

TORTURES?

NAY, SIR,
THE MATTER
1S AN l#Z@ENT WOULDST

ThAOU annoy
2 SURGEON a5
AE TOILED WITh
OPEN-GUTTED

wounpsz

ThAT 15 THE
COWaRD’S BEMORSELESS
EXCUSE. TO “BUT SIR” YOUR
EMPLOYER! OUT WIThH You!

1 DID NOT
MEAN OFFENSE
TO MY MASTER...

THE BLOODY
QUEEN'S
BEEN STOLEN
FROM HER
THRONE!




zZounps,
THE QUEEN...

EAGERNESS
15 NOTED; AOW-
EVER, TAOU MUST
NOT LET IT CLoup
YOUR BETTER

1 PRaY TAOU JOIN
ME On aPVENTURE
GRanpz

MASTER, NO
OTHER WAY 1'D
HAVE IT BUT THUS.
MERE WORDS CANNOT
SHATTER MY LOYALTY/

maLEVOLENCE
TAE MONARCAH
DOTh BEFALL, ShaLL
OUR TRAPEMARK
VENGEANCE

1 5AOULD haVE
AELD MY TONGUE
WAILST YOURS DID
FLaP. TAIS NUT’S BIGGER
Than I aLone can
CRaCk. I MUST RELY
UPON YOUR NUT,
DEAR PaGE.

WE MUST AURRY,

2 DETARONED QUEEN
Shar’T Wait anb aLlL
ENGLAND may FaLL
INTO TAHE PIT.

THE BaRpP
anb Page are
On ThHE CASE,

my FRIEND.




FA/IR LONDON
TOWN MUST CONTAIN
CHESTS GALORE,
BUT IN WHOSE BREAST
COULD BEAT A HEART
50 FOUL AS TO COMMIT
SUCH AN ATROC/OUS
CRIMEZ OUR QUEEN
ELIZABETH MUST BE
50 SCARED.

ThOUGH
I AAVE MY SUSPICIONS,
WE MUST walt UNTIL WE
can PIVINE & PROPER CLUE.
IT 15 UNWISE TO PUT a STEED
BEAIND TAE CART, IN FRONT
OF WAICA IT WOULD
BUN TRUE.

YOUR POWER WE BIDE TO
OF WILL |5 ‘ ' UCKINGAAM PaLACE
HUMBLING, ' , With HastTe!
MASTER. \ :

h
FOR QUEEN ELIZABETAH
ShRALL NOW COMMENCE
WITh TAOROUGH STUPY
OF TAHE SCENE. 4

INAIBIT NOT
TAINE SENSE OF
SlGAT anb Lenp

Utmost attention
TO THE Task at Aanp

ERCAANCE WE MIGAT

BEV&&LL_ TAHE GUILTY

e T e

BUT KNOW
TAHE VILLaIN WAO DID
STEAL THE QUEEN MUST
hAAVE THE STONES OF
TWENTY ThOUSaND BOaRS!
LET CIRCUMSTANCE PREPARE
Us FOR THE WORST.

—
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eers e ~

| prejudicial capturing of treacherous and fiendich faerie knave
5 mewwmw, and te exhaual all

i
T W .-

N

‘ E{’;ﬁ::-‘ly

i

G WITH LUCK,
7 N MARY, HE HATH
oy OUR BLOOD,

YOU KNOW--

BE STILL, I FEAR ¢
COLLECTOR DOTH

WATCH
THE WAY OUR
DEAR SON PLAYS

T WiTh HiS TOYs, Wit | § L N _APPROACH. P~ o
s crREATIVE URGE, | | = W srakesreare,
WILLIAM, THOUGH Ny, o 15 TAAT ROW

GREATNESS
ONE DAY.

NOT BORN GREAT, | - St You TReaT
MaY Acﬁlfvy N WP 2 Guest?

g + | FAMILY ALONE,
+°\ Fou mp’

~-~WhHEN aLL THAT'S
wantep What's BEEN
OWEP ThROUGH DEALS.

WhEN as5’s
NOLE 15 FIXED (4

HAVE WE
THE GUMPTION TO
UNFURL THIS SCHEME?
THE OUTLOOK'S DIRE--
PLEASE GOD, SAVE
THE QUEEN.

; N T TR /l/ﬂ:f
o :oor, LELEE g i
4 TAEE IN BECAUSE 1
away, Youna TAOU PROMISED oot 7

THERE 15
O TaRRY TIME
WAILE QUEEN 15
NaBBED. NOW OFFK
TOWaRD VELVET
5€4aT OF RoYaL
> BUmMP!

BOY/

G00P, THOU MUSTIY'T -

LOSE TAINE WIT =

WAEN AOURS aRE
GRIm.

i
|
{
|
|
i
|




IF I may BEG THY PagpPon,

MY CURSES BE \
DOGBERRY, BUT IF TAIS CABE

CASE/ FOR 1 AM
TOO OLD FOR THIS
EXCREMENT.

1 PRAY MY aBsENce
CaUsep NO UNPUE apo.
I WouLP YoU RELAY WhAT
YOU RECKON RERE.

No Way ThHE BIRD WOULD
GO WITAOUT a FIghT,
YET TAERE 15 NOT a 5IGh
OF STRUGGLE RERE. TAIS
DOTA NOT REEK LIKE
STENCH OF WIZarp-~

...NAUGAT BUT & FOLD
In Ca5€’5 FABRIC
SMOOTA'D.

UPON THIS AWFUL ‘ HE
4 8 haS BAFFLED EVEN YOU, WITH

MIND 50 S5AARP anpb
GAazE 50 TRUE, TI'D FIRST
SURBRENPER TO TAE kING

OF STINBIN’ FRANCE!

HAW-HAW, BARD. 5O
JOLLY N THE FACE
OF DISCONTENT!
WHEN SURELY EVILS
HAVE TRANSPIRED
HERE!

A RECKONING
INDEED, OF KIND
MOST WRONG! T'WAS
MAGICK THAT HATH
POOFEP OUR QUEEN
LIKE SMOKE/

WhaT 5ay You
OF TAOSE WAOSE
LIVELIGOODS DO REST
UPON GOOP MAJESTY’S
WELLBEING? WERE TAHEIR
LIVES Lalp POWn
N AIGANESS’S
DEFENSE?

CLEARLY

Have
TAEY aLL
BEEN
sLainz THEY ARE

NOT.

1 BEG
PARDON? THOU
SPEAKEST IN
RIPDLES.
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li o N , e

DOGBERRY, g ' el ,v
you - - |‘ 5 ' R

pisapPoInT. \ Ny sﬁes Been

IMPOSSIBLE x aBPUCTED BY ; { A
THE QUEEN | 2 2 ERU5T59 BLOKE, AND YET ;
WOULD pash N ThHE SORT OF CLUE THERE aRE MORBE sTay VigILanT,
unseen, anp gour miND CouLb WA pIECES LEFT TO DOYY'T BE & ROOTIE-
LO TRERE 15 NOT INVOKE. IT Wasn'T FIND. BEFORE 1 LEAVE POO. TAAT |15 MY FInaL
no PIXIE magick, Though BuUT you PEOPLE aLL /APBE WESSAGE LEFT TO YOU.
pustT on WOULD IT WERE, BEAIND... TOGETRER WE UNEARTA
\\ /W5TEAD IGNOBLE TAIS WRETCHED DEED,
CULPRIT’S MOST WITh SWORDPS anp
munpane. LOVE FOR OUR
DEAR MAJESTY.

e

Lol nbiea o

Foom e e s e

/] -\\

LT ) /I‘l\\Y/ l/ ’l

AH, THERE
WE ARE. THAT'S e
A GOOE PRETTY Tt must warN
: MY MASTER THAT
BARD HATH TAKEN
UP THE CAUSE
OF THE GUEEN'S
RESCUE.

HE WILL SURELY BE ¢
e e
FLY TRUE,
55‘”%252 ks BIRD. THOU KNOW'ST
WHENCE THOU ART
NEEDED.




] 1S THAT THE MAN

ALACK, THIS
CASE ISBUTA ¥
TWISTED KNOT.
WE KNOW NOT
WHERE ONE
ENDS AND ONE
BEGINS.

A
SPEAREST

WE MUST noT

FaR WEVE
COmeE.

BUT BARD
HOW FAR?

FOR ALL WE
HAVE SURMISED

INVOLVED DID
HOLD SOME
TRUST.

THOU'ST
SOOTHED THE
AUDIENCE BUT

DOUBT THAT EVEN

SCHEME!

TRUTA, YounG \ .. -
PAGE, THERE 15
NO DOUBT, BUT

1 DECLARE, THOUGH
THINE ABILITIES ARE
PAST COMFARE, 1

THOU WITH SENSES

KEEN, COULDST FIND

THE PERPETRATOR
OF THIS

YOwLL
Watch That
FlLalLInG TohaGue
OF YOURS, Younag
FRIEND. ARE YoU
TAHE MASTER
now, anb I
ThE PaGe?

Have
PatIeENCE anp
OUR FaIth WILL
MAKE US STRONG,
anb We WILL FInD

ThAT CRAVEN
FIEND ERE
Lona.

A ROBIN, GOoOp

FELLOW anb
noTAING MORE,
IT 54MBOLIZES
LOVE anb goop
In STORE.

LO YONDER
BIRD FLIES
CROOK'ED
OVERHEAD.

on, HAadagkz2/
PERAAPS IT 15 NOT BUT &
5lah. A MESSAGE APPEARS
WRAPPED UPON ITS LIMB.
QUICK, FOLLOW IT TO SEE
WhAT IT Mmay AOLD! /

HURRY, PaGE,
BEFORE OUR 5IGAT
Escapes!

WE SpaLL
FOLLOW Yon

BIRD TAROUGA
DEPTARS OF




1 OWE YOU AN
APOLOGY, MASTER.
PRAY SLAP ME IF
1 DO pouBT You
AGAIN!

SaVE YOUR

' P
3

% O
2 3f)

EXCEPT WE'RE

GOING TO
CRASH INTO
THAT WALL!

TRE WINGED HaRPY
- | aLTers FROM IT5 path,
~ FEW MOMENTS ERE
IU6 OBSCURED
FROM VIEW.

BELAX, FOR WEVE haD
CLOSER 5haVES Thah
TAIS., ADVENTURE'S
DanNGER'S asYMPTOTE,

\ I 5a4!

THOSE
BLESSED FATES
MUST BE WIThH US

TovaY. Po BE a Lap
anb PULL THE
coacn 'rounp

BacCk.

UH, BOSS?
METHINKS THAT
1S5 A PULLING
DOOR.

FANCY
A PRINK TA
SLAKE YOUR THIRST?
WE HAVE THE FINEST
BOOZE IN ALL OF
LONDON TOWN. MY
NAME'S FALSTAFF
AND HOST THE
GARTER INN...

AT LEAST WHEN
MISTRESS QUICKLY'S
INDISPOSED.




mMUsT
RESPECTFULLY
DECLINE BUT
ask FAVOR TO
SEE & ROOM
upstairs at

DREAD KIPNAPPING’S
WhAT I INVESTIGATE,
OF UTMOST IMPORT

/)
&

TO THE QUEEN anp
COountry/

7/
0

R \

atorp Goov
KEEPER’S
nn.

WE DO
NOT OFTEN HOST
YOUR CALIBER OF
PERSONAGE INSIDE
THISIP%/MELE

R
AFTER ALL,
THOU HAST
DISCERNING
TASTES.

I 5Peak Of BIRDS
WITh BEakS anp
FLaPPY Wings.

THAT'S

A WONDER, HOW

LONG WILT THOU
BE HERE?

NO NEED TO
TALK MY EAR
OFF, COME

THIS WAY.

40U shaLL
hAVE MY SINCEREST
GgRatitupe.

IF IT'S A BIRD
YOU WANT, I KNOW
SOME PAMES. THEY
MAY PLAY HARD TO
GET, BUT THAT'S
THEIR GAME/

RIGHT-O,
I THOUGHT
YOU MEANT
THE OTHER
KIND.




mY FRIEND,

I ONLY WIsHED
TO SEE THE ROOK
a5 STRANGE a5
IT May SeEEM TO
LOWLY €4€S.,

TAE ONLY AOPE ThAT
I AAVE LEFT PERCAHANCE,
TAHE khaVIsh BIRD AATAH

NOT YET FLOWN THE

COOF.

2HNGGGE
myY CLIMBING
SKILLS LeaVe
MUCh TO BE

DESIRED.

I WUST TREAD LIGhHTLY
50 a5 NOT TO FRIGAT
ThIS VALUED BIRD,

I WOULD NOT AE
TakeE FLIGAT.

1 SAY THAT
YOU HAVE GONE
QUITE FAR
ENOUGH.




WhAT BRaND
OF MAaPhess
DISPLAYEST
ThOU nOwW?

1 HOPED
NOT d ‘ Ees VPO
MADNESS —

AT ALL. ONLY ND TO

DISPOSE OF
HIM WHEN THAT
TIME CAME.

N\ 7

(N
N

v o
QUARRY-BIRD e
haThH FLOWN

OUT OF REACA!

PaH! A\

% A 4 ‘
P = N\l ART THOU
% WoUED THOU AFRAIP TO FACE
MISTAKE THAT ALWAYS STRUCK W‘LYS@T@E}OX VHV?RTLD
2 FOR A WEE ME AS A GLORY GONE SOUR
. ! HOG. BECAUSE OF THY
! EEDS?

NOW I SHALL
EXPOSE THINE
FACE TO THE
WORLD!

1 ONLY EVER SHAKESPEARE?
TRIED MY BEST | THE BARD?Z DO NO.
TO PLEase. MINE EYES IT CANNOT
DECEIVE ME? BE. THINE
WORKS ART
LOVELY.




HE MA
TOLD ME THAT
I'D HAVE MY
REVENGE AGAINST
THINE HAUGHTY
ATTITUDE-- /.

YOou TRIED
TO MUBPER
ME, I ShaLL
NOT LET You

DIE ThIS

SPARE THINE
PLATITUDES. THOU
COULDST NOT LIFT
ME EEN IF THOU

DIDST TRIED. ‘

FouL BROGUE,
TAOU WILT NOT GET
OFF 560 €asy. Thou

MUST UNFURL THE PLOT
UPON THE QUEEN, OR
POST TAOU RUN TAIS

NN 8ans INTELLIGENCE.

BEEN SWORN
TO SECRECY/
1 WOULD BE
A DEAP MAN
ERE SPILLING
PLOTTER'S
BEANS!

40U ag€ a peap
man! 1 cannot
AOLD on!

THOU
MAKEST
A POINT. THE
MAN'S NAME
WAS--

AND CRUELER

STILL ARE ThHE

TORMENTED
MEn.

m’ YE GODS 2Re POOR FaLSTAFF Was
acTNG awFULLY BLINDED BY AIS RAGE.
CRUEL TO-DaY, HE TRIED TO TOSS E,

YET AE FELL INSTEAD.
PERAAPS IRONY 15
THE CRUELEST
FORCE.

\ Y




MY PLAYS, IT SEEMS,
ARE & DOUBLE~EPGED
SWORD. BELIEF 15 THE |
MOST POWERFUL
wearon.

I NEVER WaNTED
TO INSPIRE RAGE. DEEP
TAOUGHTS WERE aLL ThAT
I WISRED TO PROVOKE.

Was washrep
CLEAN FOR aLL
LOVE OF JOY.
INSTeap AE AATED
aLL MY FINERY.
BUT WAO COULD
hAVE PLANTED
SlUch a FouL
S€EED?

AS
1 SUSPECTED...
TS & SEALED
LETTER.

7" FIENDISAH
QUEEN-NAPPER
15 LIKELY ThE
cap.

AND TAIS POCUMENT
PROVES BEYOND
a poust.

That
FaLSTaFrFs
AATRED haD
NnotT BEEN
AlS own,

4 OH THERE'S
THE BARD! WHAT'S
TAKEN THEE SO

ILosT
S5IGAT OF THE
BIRD YET
WE'VE GaInep
muca.

15 IMPORTANT
WORK STILL LEFT
TO po!




AND WHERE
SHALL 1 STEER
THE SHAX-COACH,
MASTER?

GO Back
TOWaRD BUCKINGHAN
PaLace, ms BoOY., AnD

MAaKE THE RIPE SMOOTAH
a5 FRESH~WAXED
FLOOR.

ALL I NEED
now 15 PRIVacYy
TO TAINk.

ThE 5IMBOL
PRESENT ON TAHE LETTERS
SeaL IT DOTh CONJURE
FAMILIARBITIES, anD YET FROM
WAHERE I PO NOT BECOGNIZE,
PERAAPS THIS BOOK HAThH

o -
FREEMASONS
NOR JESUIT ORPDER,
NOR KNIGATS TEMPLAR,
NOR ILLUMINATI! Pap,
NOT ONE MATCHES
ThE S5CaALES OF
JUstIces

ThIS WRETCAHED BOOK Leaps Me
TO NOW CONCLUDE NOTAHING
EXCEPT FOR ITS OWN
WORTALESSNESS!

A
THE QUEENS
counseL’
I 5A0ULD haVE
Khown!




, THERE'S OF COURSE,
Aggﬁeﬁaug. ThAT WOULD EXPLAIN
THE LACK OF an

APPARENT STRUGGLE
TAERE.

BUT WAO
WOULD Use
THE COVER OF
THE Law TO acT
a5 ThE QUEENS
DIsauisep
ENEMY2

H0uUnG PaGge, I WOULD
TAHOU TaAKE a LOOK aT
ThHIS2? PRAY, WAHERE DOTAH
TAE QUEEN’S COUNSEL
A55EMBLE?

WHY THAT'S
WESTMINSTER ABBEY,
MY MASTER.

DL R
a {
Oon ThE \
VENTURE
DOUBLE! FASTER
FORTA/ Than TAUNDER~
cLaprs/ 7




HA, NO! NO
SINGLE SOUL
SHOULD PASS

ALIVE!

BY OBPER
OF TAE CONSTABLE

aUpIENCE WITh
THE QUEEN’S
counseLs

YEAH, WHAT
HE SA/D! DEFEND
THIS VERY GATE
UNTO THE DEATH--
THAT 1S OUR DUTY

SWORN!

BY WAOSE ORDER?
I AATE TO FORCE You
TWO TO BREAK YOUR

0aths, WhICH WERE

LIKELS SWORN IN
S50LEMNITY, BUT DO
NOT FORCE OUR
paNDs.,

SINCE THOU
DOST NOT KNOW
THAT "TWAS S/IR
FRANCIS BACONS
INSTRUCTION WE
SHALL NEVER
TELL.

ROSENCRANTZ!

THOU HAST SPOILT

THE MASTER'S
NAME!

FRancls
Bacon! mne
OLDEST FRENEMY/
HOW COULDST TAOU
REMAIN AIPPEN
FOR 50 LONG?

7 age ol
TWO LOUTS
LodYal to
QUEEN OR
FIEND?

NOW THOU
SHALT TAKE HIS
SECRET TO THE
GRAVE!

PREPARE
FOR SATAN*
SWEET EMBRACE,
You TWO!




ThESE
BOYS aRE PLAYING
BOUGAER Than WED
) AOPED. NOW PAGE, EXACT
\ N PUE PUNIsAMENT
Rt N WHERE OWED!

S

~

PaGe!
BEMEMBER
AOW TO Lanp
upon Yours
FEET/

You
MUPPY~MOTTLED
k manas-poGs WILL

pag/
no

RaPSCaLLION

\ ShaLL harm--




U
AREN'T AS

TOUGH AS
YOU HAD
CLAIMED,
WORM'S-
y MEAT.

VILLaIN/ FROM AELL'S
BLACK AEART,
156mash at
THEE!

VA

TELL ME, GUaRD,
What 15 YouRr
namez

HE SAID... )
THE GLOBE...
\
-

Pt

40u
WILL INFORM
us WheRE
Bacon 15 now,
OR SUFFER BRIEF
Paln anb nothiInG
BESIDES. DO NOT
TEST ME ON
ThlS.

TAE GLOBE?
OF COURSE! HOW
1 COULD LeT That |
CLUE E5CAPE ME2
ThANKS FOR TELLING,
GUILDENSTERN.




ThHE QUEEN
15 STILL IN
SAFETY’S apMS,
I PRaY.

Yous
maJestryz
T'VE COME
TO RESCUE
gou.

GOOD LORD,
OLD B€an, What
hath AE DONE
WIth Youz

MY POOR SWEET BaRD,
IT SEEMS YOUVE LOST
YOUR TOUCh. A SMARTER
man WOULD BE AERE
AOURS aGo.

SIR FRANCIS
BaCon, maphess
ROTS YOUR
BRaIN.

40ou pave
STOLEN THE
MONaRCAH FROM
AER TARONE. TAESE
TWISTED GamEes
MUST END ERE
INJURY.

ThAT SWEET
SCENT OF FEaR
A Ggame BETRAYS YOUR
you wish, SIR { FACE TRUE.
BaRD, OR

) JUSTICE 15
WOLfl;léDgC gou DISPENSED

aR... FOR QUEEN'S

...I 5AOULD aDDRESS KIDhar..
you as wiLLiam
S5HAKESPEARE?

... YJOUR
WORBKS ShaLL
BE MINE, anp
ThIS Dag You

Bl

.




Bacon, Tho
aRT a L/LH-LIV6R’D

WBEREFORE?

BUMINATE,
WILL, TAINE
TRIUMPAS 2RE
many. BUT IF

THE PEOPLE
a'CpTRlBu‘ClOY) 5300/7 6F;aLL

TAE AUTAORSHIP
OB assUmEe! TLL
PLANT THE SEED

anb Take
WAAT'S RIGATLY
MINE.

TO
A ROPE'S-END,
SIR; I SHALL CUT
THEM OFF.

HERE'S
SNIP AND NIP
AND CUT AND

SLISH AND

SLASH.

CURSES
ON FALSE
cuTs/ 1 AM
MISTAKEN.

QUICSK, PAGE,
WE'VE PLANNED
CONTINGENCIES
FOR TAIS!

HEN
PEOPLE SPEAK
OF TRE LANGUAGE™S
LORD, 5IR FRANCIS
BACON’S Name
WILL Pass TREIR
LIPS/

Bacon’s
TRAGEDIES, BACON'S
COMEDIES, BACON’S
AISTORIES, PROBLEMS,
SONNETS aLL! DREAD
S5AAKESPEARE
MEANWRAILE SMEAREDP
UPON TAHE WaLL/

OF COURSE!
STAY ALIVE
WHILE I TAKE
MY LEAVE!




OF Wcr 1y
MASTER SPEAKS... POTION
GREASE MY
THE PERFECT
PALMS, T KNOW
POTION THAT i g s
SHALL WIN THE e
DAY. :

AGop
FROM THE MACHINE,
THIS PRECIOUS VIAL.

N - "¢ ’”1 HUZZA/-/!

MY SEARCH, P
IT BEARS THE
SWEETEST
‘ FRUITS!
Ahalha
!ﬁlal A
=]
VL Ly

TAOUGH
VanQuIsh’o,
I WILL NEVER
YIELD TO
FRaNK!

AlLack’ What ThaT
; ) SaVORY-SMELLING

| LIQUID BEZ?

BEEP UP
TAHE PROSE,
1 BELISA
In Your
SCREAMS!



1GHAST/
M PONE In
B mine oun D)
a, AKE! \

Bacon
ShALL RISE
again! Bet
On Your

LIFE/

HOW age You
FEELING, MY
BEAUTIFUL
QUEEN?

O SWEET anp my
LOVELY a5 a waLL, WRITER’S
Iam. BLOCK 15
GONe/!

THE QUEEN'S
A FELLOW OF
INFINITE JEST.

DID You
JUST 524
by, JESTZ



